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Canadarm moves BEAM to the Tranquility module on the International Space Station on
April 16. Photo courtesy of Bigelow Aerospace.

WELCOME

Dear Test First Name,

April has been an exciting month for the commercial space industry. Blue Origin
launched and landed the same rocket for the third time. SpaceX completed its eighth
commercial resupply mission to the ISS and successfully landed its first stage on a
barge at sea. Bigelow's BEAM module, the first expandable habitat, was successfully
attached to the ISS. 

The CSF staff has been busy addressing certain policy issues that could negatively
impact the commercial space sector. These situations prove how important is it for
the major commercial space players to communicate and to work together to solve
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these complicated issues. On April 19, I testified at the House Committee for
Science, Space, and Technology. The focus of the hearing was "The Commercial
Space Launch Industry: Small Satellite Opportunities and Challenges."

CSF continues to add new members and we are excited to welcome AECOM as our
newest associate member. 

As always, feel free to reach out if you have any questions.

Warmest regards,
Eric
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ABOUT US

The Commercial Spaceflight Federation (CSF)  is the leading voice for the
commercial spaceflight industry. Founded in 2006, CSF and its 70+ members are
laying the foundation for a sustainable space economy and democratizing access to
space for scientists, students, civilians  and businesses.  CSF members are
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http://www.commercialspaceflight.org/


responsible for the creation of thousands of high-tech jobs driven by billions of dollars
in investment. Through the promotion of technology innovation, CSF is guiding the
expansion of Earth's economic sphere, bolstering U.S. leadership in aerospace, and
inspiring America's next generation of engineers and explorers.

Currently, more than 70 businesses and organizations are CSF members. Executive
Members include commercial spaceflight developers, operators, and spaceports.
Associate Members include suppliers supporting commercial spaceflight, with recent
members including suppliers of mission support services and suppliers of training,
medical, and life-support products and services.

POLICY HIGHLIGHT

For the past several years, encompassing multiple administrations, the policy
regarding government involvement in the space launch market has been clear: only
government payloads that meet certain requirements can be launched into orbit on
refurbished ICBMs. This policy prevents the government from having an artificial
effect on the launch market. Recently, some groups, including the Air Force, have
suggested altering this policy so that the government could sell off a small part of the
government’s ICBM stockpile in the commercial market. The Air Force suggests that
this would save the taxpayers money, despite contradicting evidence.

On April 19, Eric testified alongside Elliot Pullham, CEO of the Space Foundation, at
a House Science, Space and Technology hearing for the Space Subcommittee.
Eric’s testimony explained how the government’s involvement in the commercial
space sector had failed in the past during the shuttle era; that changing policy at this
point in the game would put private investment in space in danger; and that the costs
associated with the maintenance of the ICBM stockpile would not be significantly
affected by selling off a small portion. Overall, the risks of damaging the innovative
commercial space sector far outweighed the benefits of putting a few old ICBMs to
use.

Additionally, Eric addressed the issue of meeting the needs of the small satellite
launch market: he spoke in favor of maintaining the current policy that allows
companies to submit waivers to purchase an Indian PSLV, while recognizing this is a
temporary solution that should be phased out once US launch vehicles in
development like LauncherOne, Electron, and Alpha come online.

Members of the committee accepted Eric’s testimony and expressed their desire to
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stay out of the commercial space sector. A few committee members suggested the
committee should instead come up with creative ways to use the ICBMs such as for
the management of space debris under a federal contract. They do not have an
official position at this point as they want to continue gather information. As soon as
we hear any updates - you will be the first to know.

If you have any questions regarding anything I covered in this policy update please
don't hesitate to give me a call or send me an email. 

Tommy

Executive Director
tommy@commercialspaceflight.org
Office: (202) 715-2924
Cell: (828) 446-2083

CSF UPDATES

March 31: Eric Stallmer and Frank DiBello met with reporters and editors from
Bloomberg, Congressional Quarterly/Roll Call, and Space News.

April 7: Eric Stallmer and Tommy Sanford attended the Washington Space Business
Roundtable at the Canadian Embassy.

April 8: Eric Stallmer and the interns attended a luncheon hosted by the European
Union Delegation to the USA about the future of EU and ESA space activities.

April 13: Tommy Sanford spoke on a panel at Space Symposium about innovative
space policy.

April 14: Eric Stallmer was the keynote speaker at a luncheon at Space Symposium
about the future of commercial spaceflight.

April 14: Eric Stallmer was interviewed for a Private Wealth article about space
tourism.

April 17: Eric Stallmer was interviewed for a Denver Post article about the
advancements of commercial spaceflight.

April 19: Eric Stallmer testified at a House Science Subcommittee on Science,
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Space and Technology about Small Satellite Opportunities and Challenges. Read
more here.

April 19: Eric Stallmer was interviewed by Space News and Space Policy Online.

April 20: Eric Stallmer was interviewed for a Satellite Finance article about the April
19 House Science smallsats hearing.

April 26: Eric Stallmer was interviewed by Politico.

April 27: Eric Stallmer was interviewed by Florida Politics. 

RECENT INDUSTRY NEWS

April 2: Blue Origin launched and landed its New Shepard vehicle for the third time.

April 8: Bigelow Aerospace's expandable module, BEAM, was launched to the
International Space Station on board a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, which then
completed its first landing on a drone ship.

April 11: Bigelow Aerospace and United Launch Alliance announced a partnership to
launch commercial space stations.  The companies plan to work on launching
Bigelow's B330 expandable modules on the largest version of the Atlas 5, with a first
launch planned as soon as 2020.

April 12: Russian billionaire Yuri Milner and physicist Stephen Hawking announced
the Breakthrough Starshot project, which will work on technology that would allow
chip-sized spacecraft to be accelerated by laser light sails and travel at up to 20
percent the speed of light. Such a spacecraft could travel to the nearest star system,
Alpha Centauri, in about two decades.

April 12:  Congressman Jim Bridenstine (R-OK) formally introduced his
comprehensive space policy bill  Tuesday.  The American Space Renaissance Act
includes a wide range of policy provisions for military, civil and commercial space.

April 12: Spaceport America and Exos Aerospace announced a partnership to use
the spaceport for commercial flights of Exos' reusable suborbital launch vehicle.

April 14: MDA Corporation hired an American, Howard Lance, as its new CEO in an
effort to expand its presence in the US. 
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April 20: Virgin Galactic's WhiteKnightTwo arrived at Spaceport America for ground
and air tests. 

April 25: Alan Stern of the Southwest Research Institute was named one of Time's
100 Most Influential People.

April 27: SpaceX announced plans to send its Dragon 2 capsule to Mars as early as
2018, calling it the Red Dragon.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP FORUM

CSF will be hosting its next Executive Leadership Forum on April 29th. Coffee will be
served starting 7:30 AM. Breakfast will begin at 8 AM and will conclude by 9 AM. The
event will take place at the Army Navy Club at Farragut Square. 
 

REPRESENTATIVE DEREK KILMER (D-WA)
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

Representative Kilmer has led efforts in the House of Representatives to support
entrepreneurial and innovative space companies and the emerging commercial
space industry. He was a coauthor of the Commercial Space Launch
Competitiveness Act (known in the House as the SPACE Act), signed into law by
President Obama, that promotes American space commerce and creates new
opportunities for job creation and growth in the U.S. space economy.
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Click here to register!

If you have questions or would like additional information about the forum, please
contact Jane Kinney, jane@commercialspaceflight.org.

NEXT-GENERATION SUBORBITAL
RESEARCHERS CONFERENCE

As a new generation of space vehicles prepares to come online over the next two
years, the 2016 Next-Generation Suborbital Researchers Conference (NSRC) will
bring together hundreds of suborbital researchers, educators, flight providers,
spaceports, and government officials in Broomfield, Colo., just outside Denver June
2-4.

Abstracts will be accepted for NSRC 2016 until April 28. All contributed abstracts
for 2016 will be for posters in order to maximize the time needed to have practical
provider and NASA/FAA discussions and networking, which will be focused on
enabling smooth transitions from payload ideas to actual flights. Specific poster
sessions are planned to highlight poster contributions. They plan to accept ALL
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poster contributions that relate to NSRC. 

The poster abstract deadline is April 28. Don’t miss your chance to present a
poster and submit your abstract!

Organized by the Southwest Research Institute (SwRI) and the Commercial
Spaceflight Federation (CSF), NSRC-2016 will provide an in-depth forum for
attendees to learn about research and public outreach efforts of these new
commercial suborbital spaceflight systems. he keynote speaker will be computer
scientist Alan Eustace, who set a parachuting world record in 2014 by diving in a
space suit 136,000 feet (nearly 26 miles) from a balloon — the highest free-fall jump
in history. Representatives from NASA, the Federal Aviation Administration,
spaceports, and commercial suborbital and orbital vehicle operators also are
scheduled to attend.

Click here to register!

If you have questions or would like additional information about the conference,
please contact Jane Kinney, jane@commercialspaceflight.org.

SPACE TECH EXPO

The Space Tech Expo will take place on May 24-26, 2016 in Pasadena, California. 

CSF friends are eligible to receive a 10% discount on conference passes. To redeem
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your discount, use the code SPCSPG10 when you register for your pass.

OVER 40 INDUSTRY LEADERS WILL SPEAK ON THE PROGRAMME DURING
THE TWO-DAY EVENT: 

• Keynote Address - JPL and NASA’s Role in Space Innovation 
• Launch Market: Reusability, Technologies and Near- Term Strategies 
• Commercial Crew Update: The Path to 2017 and First Crew Test Flight 
• Commercializing New Technologies and Driving Innovation with New Space
Players 
• Developing a Cross-Sector Approach for Effective Space Debris Remediation and
Removal 
• Commercial, Government and Military Collaboration on Space Situational
Awareness 

Click here to register!

There is additional information about this conference on the attached flyer.

If you have questions about the conference, please contact Jane
Kinney, jane@commercialspaceflight.org.

RESOURCES

Consult the following resources for the most up-to-date news and information about
the commercial space industry!

Commercial Spaceflight Federation
Visit the Commercial Spaceflight Federation homepage for the most recent press
releases and news stories featuring CSF member organizations.

Spaceflight Now Launch Tracker
Check out the Spaceflight Now Launch Tracker for the most up-to-date schedule of
U.S. government, commercial, and foreign space launches.

SpacePolicyOnline.com
Go to SpacePolicyOnline for recent news and analysis as well as a comprehensive
list of space-related hearings, briefings, and events in the Washington, DC area.
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NASA Procurement Information
Consult the NASA procurement page  for a breakdown of NASA spending by state
and Congressional district; details include information about SBIR awards, grants,
and contracts with universities and businesses. 

FAA Office of Commercial Space Transportation (AST)
Head to the FAA AST website  to view launch licenses and procedures as well as
relevant legislation governing commercial space.

Facebook Twitter LinkedIn Google Plus

Commercial Spaceflight Federation
500 New Jersey Avenue NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC 20001
(202) 715-2928
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